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PREFACE

Innovation – that is, the ability to add value to products and processes resulting 
from new knowledge acquired through scientific research – does not rely on 
funding and facilities alone. It also depends on “a stimulating and dynamic 
environment that allows prevailing competences to develop and thrive accordingly,” 
without the limitations imposed by efficiency-inhibiting policies,  such as 
local content restrictions, “which block the country’s access to state-of-the-art 
technologies.” This was the main conclusion of the 6th Congressional Study 
Missions on Innovation organized by the Brazil Institute of Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars and Brazilian Research-based Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers Association (Associação da Indústria Farmacêutica de Pesquisa – 
Interfarma) between 2011 and 2017.

This important message on innovation is examined in detail in the following 
pages, written by economist Fernanda De Negri, a specialist in the subject of 
innovation at the Institute of Applied Economic Research (Ipea, and informed by 
the presentations and debates held at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) in April 2017 as part of the sixth Congressional Study Mission. Over 
the years, the Study Missions have brought more than sixty Members of Brazil’s 
National Congress to universities, research centers, and pharmaceutical companies 
in the United States and in England.

In all of these missions, Brazilian entrepreneurs who achieved success outside 
of their home country highlighted the low volume and the slow processes of 
health research in Brazil, both stemming from the lack of a dynamic and creative 
innovation ecosystem that, in turn, is an indication of the low degree of economic 
openness in Brazil. According to these entrepreneurs, Brazil should (as it has 
started to do) abandon the tradition of giving political appointees leadership of 
technical institutions such as the Brazilian Health Regulatory Agency (Agência 
Nacional de Vigilância Sanitária – Anvisa), and instead use selection committees 
to find professionals well-prepared to take on these roles, as is already the case 
with several highly successful institutions, such as Aeronautics Technological 
Institute (Instituto Tecnológico de Aeronáutica – ITA).

The interactions between Members of Congress and young Brazilian 
researchers during these missions were particularly relevant to the future of 
innovation in the country, especially in Boston Cambridge during the 2017 
mission, when senators and congressmen met with a dozen doctoral students 
at MIT. As De Negri writes in her introduction, “While expressing their desire 
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to return to Brazil and to contribute to local scientific production, [student 
researchers] also expressed concerns about their future in the country. Everyone 
shared the perception that the possibilities of a professional career in Brazil are 
very limited.” Changing this perception, by adopting public policies that make 
Brazil more attractive to the talented scientists graduating from its universities, is 
a challenge that the nation has to face.

As De Negri’s excellent work notes, meeting this challenge requires, among 
other measures, collaboration and productive exchange. The Wilson Center’s 
Brazil Institute is grateful to the Brazil Institute of Kings College in London, the 
Institute of the Americas at the University of California San Diego, the Lemann 
Center at Stanford University, and the Brazil Program at MIT, for their support 
and partnership in hosting the Study Missions from 2011-2017.

Paulo Sotero
Director, Brazil Institute, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars




