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All the world’s great cities share at least one major challenge for the 21st century: 
reshaping the current daily mobility standard that has transformed huge areas into 
individual transportation facilities during the past hundred years. Cities such as 
Los Angeles – the quintessential city constructed for automobiles – set aside more 
land for parking than roads; together they greatly outstrip other uses of the city, 
such as living, working, studying, entertainment etc.

Our daily commutes interconnect places in the city and also structure our 
relationships, while also defining construction standards for our living areas.  With 
a realistic view of possible scenarios for the future of our cities, an awareness of 
the ongoing process of climate change, and engaged in fine-tuning public policies 
so that they contribute to the construction of cities for all citizens, rather than 
cities for automobiles, Ipea signed a cooperation agreement with Institute for  
Transportation and Development Policy (ITDP-Brazil) and joined the quest for 
effective urban mobility upgrade solutions. We now have the pleasure of sharing 
some of the outcomes of this partnership. The topics addressed here extend beyond 
the issue of transportation: this publication has the merit of showcasing a systemic 
overview of urban mobility, spreading outside daily commutes to encompass social, 
residential and job mobility, among other aspects.

 Together with ITDP, Ipea has thus fulfilled its mission of producing knowl-
edge applied to fine-tuning public policies. Written by a wide variety of authors 
ranging from Ipea and ITDP technical staff to guest contributors, the chapters 
presented here unveil a profusion of ideas that not only offer critical assessments of 
what has already been done, but above all indicate alternative paths to be followed 
by a society that is no longer willing to be constrained by the chains of the past.

Pleasant reading!
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