
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

This eighth issue of The Perspective of the World Review puts together six papers 
that present different perspectives on several international scenarios, taking into 
account social and economic development processes. The main theme of this is-
sue deals with structural approaches such as social security in China and in the 
“Global South”, as well as pension funds from a Latin-American perspective, 
focusing on  unemployment and the pension system in Argentina. Moreover, 
new issues more closely related to the area of international relations and political 
science gain space in the Review and contribute to the development of a forum 
for thought and dialogue on rather contemporary themes.

Among other subjects, authors Anne Sander, Christopher Schmitte and Stein 
Kuhnle deal with the  social security concept in China. By presenting discussions 
about the government and social instability they try to pin down the develop-
ment of Chinese social values.

Next, authors Fábio Veras and Radhika Lal deal with the question of Social 
Protection in the so called Global South, comparing the social protection sys-
tems, and mainly explaining what this protection means, which is differentiated 
in several countries, according to their different traditions and usages.

Milko Matijascic discusses the reform of public pensions in the West-
ern Hemisphere. He shows how unemployment has been on the rise in Latin 
American countries and how it affects social security. He brings up as well the 
issue of countries with a higher GDP per capita, where the rise in unemployment 
was not a problem, but has become a challenge over the years.

Authors Barbara E. Kritzer, Stephen J. Kay, and Tapen Sinhá deal with 
the “reform of the reform” of the pension systems, focused on the recent 
reform of the Chilean system, and on the big reforms in Mexico, Peru and 
Colombia. They also analyze the key elements of the pension reforms related 
to individual accounts.

Changing the focus somehow, but still dealing with structural problems,  
Rubén Lo Vuolo focuses on Argentina and the income transfer programs aimed 
at persons in economic dependency. He deals particularly with the program of 
universal family allowance, a rather peculiar program, since it was not conceived 
for underprivileged people, but yet for those with an informal employment or 
unemployed,  living in meager conditions.

At last, and still discussing the Argentinian experience, author Camila Arza 
analyzes the impacts of the Argentine pension system. The paper presents the 
recent measures that have been changing the direction of the real distribution of 
benefits in the traditional bismarckian system.
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It is important to note that the papers presented in this issue focus the at-
tention on current issues, generated by the international crisis, as well as subjects 
related to economic development, reforms, peace building and inequalities. It is 
within this context that The Perspective of the World Review aims at reflecting on 
the described themes, and underlines the importance of the contributions made 
by national and international authors.


