
EDITORIAL

The sixth edition of The Perspective of the World Review brings six papers which, 
under different points of view, discuss essential aspects of the economic and social 
development process. The international crisis is a constant theme in this Edition, 
whether by its possible impacts on countries development or by the uncertainties 
that are still present in the economic international scenario. Besides, novel issues 
regarding international relations and political science are brought to the debate, 
in such a way that current issues like the Brazilian leadership in MINUSTAH and 
the Arab Spring find space for reflection and dialog.

The topics addressed include those regarding the sovereign wealth funds 
(SWFs). André Simas Magalhães presents the macroeconomic characteristics of 
countries that hold the SWFs and analyses the Brazilian Sovereign Fund (FSB, in 
Portuguese), created in 2008.

Brazil’s interests and motivations on being part of peace operations are the 
subject of the paper by Kai Kenkel. He associates a theoretical approach of the 
tension experienced by the country during its attempt to become an emerging 
power, and analyses the possibilities and limitations of the external  and security 
policies of Brazil in the definition of a basis for peace operation actions.

Furthermore, Laís Forti Thomaz and Carlos Eduardo Carvalho hold a debate 
about the Tortillas Crisis in Mexico, studying the origins of the high prices for 
corn tortillas which has given rise to popular protests in early 2007 in that country. 
The paper approaches similar manifestations in other countries and examines the 
complexity of the main causes for the trend of commodities prices rise.

Regarding international crises, Carlos Pinkusfeld Bastos and Fernando  
Augusto Mansor de Mattos evaluate the impacts of the subprime mortgage crisis 
on the American economy under two main aspects: first, they make a critical 
evaluation of the measures taken by the American State to face the crisis; secondly 
they approach the impacts of such measures on the job market.

Following that, Reginaldo Nasser discusses the turbulences in the Arab 
world and the possibility of having a new order established, by showing that 
Bush’s project of a New Middle East, which was reviewed by Obama, has been 
rejected by the “Arab street”.

Finally, and following the previous article’s theme, Leonardo Schiocchet  
argues about the construction of the Middle East and the Arab Spring, revealing 
that even long periods of domination by dictatorships – centenary or religious 
ones, socialist or not – have been incapable of diminishing the wish for self-
determination of most Arabs. 


