
FOREWORD

The Perspective of the World Review is an international periodical sponsored by 
Ipea (Institute for Applied Economic Research), a body belonging to the Presi-
dency of the Federative Republic of Brazil, through the Secretariat for Strategic 
Affairs (SAE).

The journal, which will feature versions in Portuguese and English, has been 
created in order to present and promote contemporary debates, emphasizing the 
development issue, in a South – South perspective. Its field of knowledge it that 
of political economy, with plural approaches on the essential dimensions of devel-
opment such as economic, social and sustainability related issues.

The goal is to enrich the debate in order to formulate proposals for the 
development of public policies and, accordingly, to encourage international com-
parisons and interdisciplinarity, always highlighting the importance of planning. 
The Perspective of the World Review takes the ambition to formulate questions 
faced by contemporary civilization, which wants to enjoy comfortable living 
standards and dignified living conditions, but must simultaneously respect the 
limits of what the planet can support in terms of environmental exploitation.

It is important to point out the tribute given to Fernand Braudel, through 
the enhancement of hit formulation of the “perspective of the world”, which to-
gether with the “structures of everyday life” and the “wheels of commerce”, shapes his 
originality. Braudel always sought to address issues surrounding the dimensions 
of development through a historical and long-term perspective. He emphasized 
that a world dominated by a mode of production based on capital accumulation 
had always had to balance society, market and the State. As taught by the master, 
in places where the task was most successful, there was prosperity, and where the 
difficulties were persistent, results were controversial. 

This initiative is not new in Brazil, and its great precursor was Celso Furtado, 
in The Economic Growth of Brazil. This seminal work was welcomed by Braudel as 
innovative, under a methodological prism.
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