
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 

It is with pleasure that the Editorial Board of The Perspective of the World Review 
presents yet another issue to the public. The magazine was founded with the aim 
of promoting an exchange of ideas on economic-policy issues, from a South-South 
perspective. That the publication is fulfilling its mission is attested by the content 
that follows, as the articles in this issue focus upon questions relating to Africa and 
South America. 

The problems Africa faces are by no means simple and, on current evidence, 
it appears unlikely that any one uniform solution can be found in the short-term, 
especially not in a context of strong international turbulence. Their causes hark 
back to interventions by colonial empires, initiatives of which were to bring on 
immense problems for the continent. Foremost among these were: 

• establishment of colonial territories, bearing little relation to the spatial 
distribution of the various peoples who had formerly lived in them; and 

• exploitation of peoples through enslavement of black populations. 

It is hardly necessary to state that such interventions led to veritable disaster 
which has yet to be overcome, as is testified by the number of armed conflicts, 
the inequality of access to income and properties and, above all, the poverty and 
difficulties for fostering development, even once growth is resumed. In the light 
of all this, stimulating debate and awareness of international public opinion as to 
local problems, and fostering discussion among intellectuals and policy makers is 
always worthwhile, especially when the views of local players are given priority.

Problems faced in Latin America, though not exactly of the same nature, 
may nonetheless provide insights for debate on African issues. The main differ-
ence resides in the fact that, in the former, governments that secured indepen-
dence from the metropolises earlier have had a longer period in which to con-
struct and mature as States and to pursue political, economic, and institutional 
solutions for addressing challenges in the development process. This difference 
underlies the ample debate on cooperation and union among countries. 

Lastly, despite their difficulties and diversity, it is the presence of develop-
ing or so-called emerging countries that is assuming increasing importance on 
the international stage and that is a source of innovative responses to the inter-
national crisis. Many such proposals have been targeted toward establishment 
of a new institutional model at the multilateral level, that is more democratic 
and better adapted to the interests of their peoples. If such initiatives are suc-
cessful, the doors to promoting development in many countries will be open to 
a South-South approach.


