
FOREWORD 

The Perspective of the World Review is an international publication organized by 
the Institute of Applied Economic Research (Ipea) a body pertaining to the Sec-
retariat for Strategic Affairs (SAE) of the Presidency of the Federative Republic 
of Brazil.

Published in Portuguese and English, its aim is to present and promote 
debate on contemporary themes, with a special focus on development, from a 
South-South perspective. In the field of economic policy, it applies a variety of  
approaches to examination of the essential dimensions of development and  
of economic and social aspects relating to sustainability. 

The objective is to enhance debate with a view to presenting proposals 
for public-policy makers, by highlighting international comparisons and in-
terdisciplinary approaches, with emphasis upon the role of planning. The 
Perspective of the World Review takes up the challenge of presenting issues 
faced by contemporary civilizations in their quest for comfortable living 
standards and dignified livelihoods, while at the same time bearing in mind 
the Planet’s physical and environmental limits. 

The title of this publication implicitly honors Fernand Braudel, by adopting 
his phrase perspective of the world which, alongside other memorable expressions 
such as structures of everyday life and exchange games underscore his originality. 
Braudel always sought to approach issues pertaining to dimensions of develop-
ment from an historical and long-range perspective, emphasizing that, in a world 
dominated by means of production based upon capital accumulation, it has al-
ways been necessary to balance society, the market, and the State. According to 
the teachings of this master, where this balance has been effectively achieved, 
prosperity has ensued; whereas, where difficulties are more persistent, outcomes 
have been less successful.

In Brazil, this initiative is not new, the great trailblazer being Celso 
Furtado in his work  Formação Econômica do Brasil (The Economic Growth 
of Brazil). This seminal work was greeted by Braudel for its innovative 
methodological approach. 


