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Structure of my presentation

• The Environmental Code
• The Planning- and Building Act
• Legal influences from the Code and the Act in 

permitting process and in use of land and water 
areas

• Protected areas in the Code
• The role of the permitting authorities and the 

importance of the EIA process
• Some cases to illustrate the link between 

environmental permitting and protection of land 
and water areas

• Conclusions



The Swedish Environmental Code

The Environmental Code shall be applied in such a 

way as to ensure that

1. Valuable natural and cultural environments are 

protected and preserved

2. Biological diversity is preserved

3. The use of land, water and the physical 

environment in general is such as to secure a 

long term good management in ecological, 

social, cultural and economic terms 



Protected areas in the Code with an 
influence on the permitting process

• National parks
• Nature reserves
• Culture reserves
• National monuments
• Habitat protection areas
• Wildlife and plant sanctuaries
• Shore protection areas
• Environmental protection areas
• Water protected areas
• Marin research areas
• Special protected areas, pursuant to EU directives on wild 

birds and conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna 
and flora



Provisions in the Code regarding localisation of 
polluting activities

1. Choice of place: A suitable site shall be selected with regard to the purpose of 

being achieved with a minimum of influence on the environment

2. A permit may not be given contrary to a detailed development plan according to 

the Planning and Building Act

3. There are also basic management provisions in the Code for use of land and 

water areas. The environmental permitting authority has to consider these 

provisions when assessing an application for a permit. The planning authorities 

shall  also apply those provisions  when they are making decisions on planning 

and building permissions

4. There are rules  on territorial protection:  national parks, nature reserves and 

habitat and shore protection areas. The Code also protects special areas, it is a 

network of areas all over EU – Natura 2000 areas, with threatened species 

5. Special provisions about  the protection of animal and plant species 



Planning and Building Act

In general terms there are two statutory schemes for 
environmental impact assessment in the Act:

• A scheme that applies to the preparation of broad land 
space plans that constrain and regulate where activities 
such as industry and public infrastructure may be located 
(overview development  plan)

• A scheme that applies at the site level to the assessment 
of individual activities, private and public (detailed 
development plan)

• The local level decides about these development plans, 
but the decision about the detailed plan can be appealed 
to a Land- and environmental court



Planning and building act

• The local level is responsible  to design the use of 
land and water under this act

• The provisions on management of land and water 
areas in in the Environmental Code shall be 
applied when the planning authorities decide on 
broad land and water space plans (overview plans)  



The link between development plans in 
the Act and polluting activities in the Code

• An environmental permit may not be given contrary 
to a detailed development plan

• An overview plan is not legally binding for the 
environmental permitting authority, but provides 
the authority with information 

• The local planning and building authorities always 
take part in the environmental permitting process. 
They have to be consulted

• The EIA shall contain details of the chosen location



Environmental Cases with an influence on Land 
and Water Use

1. Wind mill parks

2. The bridge between Sweden and Denmark

3. Mines

4. Railways

5. Roads
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Conclusions

• The applicant for an environmental permit must 
convince the environmental permitting authority that 
the selected site is suitable with regard to the purpose 
of the activity and the use of land and water areas

• The permit authority can not authorize anything that 
is contrary to a detailed development plan

• The overview plan has an important role when the 
environmental permitting authority make a decision, 
both the planning authorities and permitting 
authorities have to apply the same regulation in the 
Code



Conclusions

• Different protected areas put restrictions on land 
exploitation

• Sensitive areas – Natura 2 000 areas belonging to 
the EU network – require the environmental 
permitting authorities to ask for comprehensive 
and thorough information about the activity and 
the influence on the area. A special permit is 
needed  


